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(57) ABSTRACT

An RFID sensing system and method. An array of sensing
elements is disposed on a surface of a mat, wherein each
sensing element includes an RFID microchip, an antenna
operatively coupled to the microchip, and a pressure-sensitive
material disposed on at least the antenna. An RFID reader is
provided for interrogating the array of sensing elements. An
antenna operatively coupled to the reader communicates with
each sensing element disposed on the mat. Each sensing
element in the array, in response to an interrogation signal,
transmits a signal to the reader via the coupled antenna when
a subject placed on the mat compresses the section of pres-
sure-sensitive material for the sensing element.
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1
ARRAY OF RFID TAGS WITH SENSING
CAPABILITY

TECHNICAL FIELD

Embodiments of the invention relate generally to measur-
ing parameters such as pressure and temperature using radio
frequency identification technology.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Radio-frequency identification (RFID) is a generic term
for technologies that use radio waves to automatically iden-
tify objects. There are several conventional methods of iden-
tifying objects using RFID, the most common of which is to
store a serial number and other information that identifies a
product on a microchip that is attached to an antenna. The
chip and the antenna together define an RFID transponder
circuit thatis referred to as an RFID tag or RFID label. The tag
is very thin and flexible and can include an etched antenna and
a miniature chip with a memory for storage of data. The
antenna enables a remote reader that has a transceiver to
communicate with the chip, and enables the chip to transmit
identification information back to the reader when actuated to
do so by the reader. The reader converts the radio waves
returned from the RFID tag into a form that can then be
utilized by a computer.

RFID tags are classified into three different types: active,
semi-active, and passive. Active and semi-active tags include
a battery to power the microchip. While passive tags are
remotely-powered, active tags broadcast their information.
Passive tags are the most frequently used since they have a
low cost of production and are easily used. Low frequency
RFID systems (125-148 kHz) and high frequency RFID sys-
tems (13.56 MHz) have short transmission ranges up to 1
meter. Ultra-high frequency (UHF) RFID systems (902-928
MHz) can cover a range up to 10 meters. Microwave fre-
quency RFID systems (2.45 GHz) cover transmission ranges
up to 30 meters.

Traditionally, RFID tags have been used for wireless track-
ing of goods in the retail industry to deal with the problem of
inventory management and to act as a theft deterrent. More
recently, new applications of RFID technology have been
investigated, including the use of RFID tags as sensors to
measure parameters such as temperature. When detecting a
signal, the sensor produces a measureable output, typically a
voltage or current that is related to the signal.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the invention measure parameters such as
pressure and/or temperature over a large area for medical or
other wide area footprint applications requiring a robust solu-
tion with inherent redundancy. In one embodiment, an array
of radio frequency identification (RFID) tags is interrogated
by an RFID sensor system, either via a far field or a near field
antenna. Alternatively, interrogation can occur via a transmis-
sion line structure built into a mat or other device. Sensing can
be achieved by altering a characteristic of the RFID device or
by using RFID chips with a sensor port, such as one capable
of measuring resistance, whereupon the sensed data is con-
tained in messages from the tag device.

In one embodiment, an RFID sensing system includes an
array of sensing elements disposed on a surface of a mat,
wherein each sensing element includes an RFID microchip,
an antenna operatively coupled to the microchip, and a pres-
sure-sensitive material disposed on at least the antenna. An
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RFID reader is provided for interrogating the array of sensing
elements. An antenna operatively coupled to the reader com-
municates with each sensing element disposed on the mat.
Each sensing element in the array, in response to an interro-
gation signal, transmits a signal to the reader via the coupled
antenna when a subject placed on the mat compresses the
pressure-sensitive material for the sensing element.

In another embodiment, an RFID sensing system includes
an array of sensing elements disposed on a surface of a mat,
wherein each sensing element includes an RFID microchip,
an antenna operatively coupled to the microchip, and a pres-
sure-sensitive material disposed on at least the antenna. An
RFID reader is provided for interrogating the array of sensing
elements. A transmission line is coupled to a port of the reader
and to each element in the array of sensing elements. Each
sensing element in the array, in response to an interrogation
signal, transmits a signal to the reader via the coupled trans-
mission line when a subject placed on the mat compresses the
pressure-sensitive material for the sensing element.

In a further embodiment, an RFID sensing system includes
an array of sensing elements disposed on a surface of a mat,
wherein each sensing element includes an RFID microchip,
an antenna operatively coupled to the microchip, and a pres-
sure-sensitive material disposed on at least the antenna. A
multi-port RFID reader is provided for interrogating the array
of sensing elements. A plurality of transmission lines are
coupled to separate ports of the reader and to an associated
plurality of elements in the array of sensing elements. Each
sensing element in the array, in response to an interrogation
signal, transmits a signal via the transmission line when a
subject placed on the mat compresses the pressure-sensitive
material.

In a further embodiment, an RFID sensing system includes
an array of sensing elements disposed on a surface of a mat,
wherein each sensing element includes an RFID microchip,
an antenna operatively coupled to the microchip, and a pres-
sure-sensitive material disposed on at least the antenna. An
RFID reader is provided for interrogating the array of sensing
elements. A fixed near field coupler disposed in proximity to
the mat links the array of sensing elements with the reader via
atransmission line disposed on the mat. Each sensing element
in the array, in response to an interrogation signal, transmits a
signal to the reader via the transmission line and near field
coupler when a subject placed on the mat compresses the
section of conductive foam for the sensing element.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other advantages and aspects of the embodi-
ments of the disclosure will become apparent and more
readily appreciated from the following detailed description of
the embodiments taken in conjunction with the accompany-
ing drawings, as follows.

FIG. 1 illustrates a simple structure for a pressure sensitive
RFID tag device in an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of an array of RFID tags being
used to monitor pressure;

FIG. 3 illustrates an option for communicating with an
array of RFID tags in an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 4 illustrates another embodiment for reading a group
of RFID sensor tags;

FIG. 5 illustrates an array of a RFID sensor tags in prox-
imity to a series of transmission lines driven by the reader
system in an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 6 illustrates use of a reader system to relay identifi-
cation of tags as seen by a host system in an exemplary
embodiment; and
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FIG. 7 illustrates a system incorporating a near field cou-
pler to link a sensor array to a reader system in an exemplary
embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENT

The following description is provided as an enabling teach-
ing of embodiments of the invention including the best, cur-
rently known embodiment. Those skilled in the relevant art
will recognize that many changes can be made to the embodi-
ments described, while still obtaining the beneficial results. It
will also be apparent that some of the desired benefits of the
embodiments described can be obtained by selecting some of
the features of the embodiments without utilizing other fea-
tures. Accordingly, those who work in the art will recognize
that many modifications and adaptations to the embodiments
described are possible and may even be desirable in certain
circumstances. Thus, the following description is provided as
illustrative of the principles of the embodiments of the inven-
tion and not in limitation thereof, since the scope of the
invention is defined by the claims.

In an exemplary embodiment, an array of sensor-equipped
tags (sensing elements) can be used to sense parameters, for
example, the weight distribution of a person lying in bed,
temperature, or other factors. Each RFID device acts as a
node and the tags are read by an RFID reader, either by
illuminating the entire array, or by using a transmission line
structure to deliver an RF field to each node. The sensor effect
on the node could be: (1) a physical parameter of the com-
munication between the reader and the RFID node, such as
sensitivity, (2) the frequency response related to sensitivity,
(3) backscatter signal strength, (4) frequency response of
backscatter signal strength, (5) relative levels of upper and
lower sidebands when the signal from a node is coherently
detected, or (6) a separately sensed value, where a character-
istic of the data communication, such as the data rate or data
content is retrieved from a specified memory location or value
on a port.

Since the cost of individual RFID chips continues to fall,
using a large array of RFID tags, for example, a 20x50 array,
is practical for a number of applications. In several examples
described herein, pressure can be measured over a large area
associated with a patient lying on a bed. Excessive pressure at
a point is associated with the formation of a pressure ulcer,
which is both unpleasant for the patient and expensive to treat,
and can contribute to a fatal outcome. A pressure ulcer is an
area of skin that breaks down when constant pressure is
placed against the skin.

FIG. 1 illustrates a simple structure for a pressure-sensitive
RFID tag device 10 in an exemplary embodiment. The pres-
sure-sensitive RFID tag device 10 is also referred to herein
alternatively, as a sensing element and a sensor device. The
structure 10 uses a small 16 mm?* UHF antenna design includ-
ing a slot with an RFID chip 18 or strap attached across the
open end. The antenna 14 is defined by conductive material
such as die cut aluminum, printed conductive ink, or etched
copper/aluminum. The structure 10 can be loaded by a section
of'foam 12 that is coated with or contains conductive particles
such as carbon. A layer of adhesive overlaminate material can
be applied to separate the conductive material from the sec-
tion of foam. For example, a PET overlaminate of 12.5 pm
thickness can be used. When the section of foam 12 is com-
pressed, the resistance of the material drops. As the section of
foam 12 is coupled to the antenna 14, the change in resistance
causes energy to be absorbed at the operating frequency of the
tag 10 thus changing its sensitivity. This change can be deter-
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mined with a UHF RFID reader by altering the output power
and determining the power level at which the identifier (ID)
associated with this sensing device 10 starts to read, and
hence the pressure at that point can be measured.

The sensitivity of an RFID tag is determined by a number
of factors, including the dielectric and magnetic properties of
the materials in proximity to the antenna. In the embodiment
of FIG. 1, the resistivity of the foam is a function of the
pressure and is coupled to the antenna in such a way that when
the RFID tag is exposed to an RE field some of the energy is
dissipated in the foam material, reducing the amount of
energy available to the RF device, hence altering its sensitiv-
ity. For example, if at a given pressure, one half of the incident
energy is dissipated by the pressure dependent resistivity of
the foam material, the sensitivity of the RFID tag measured
remotely will drop by 3 dB.

The thickness and other characteristics of the foam 12 are
dependent on the design of the antenna 14 and the rest of the
system. Although shown in the embodiment of FIG. 1, the
laminate 16 separating the conductive material from the sec-
tion of foam is not required. The laminate 16 provides the
advantage of protecting the RFID tag 10 from the environ-
ment. However, in another embodiment, the foam 12 could be
in direct contact with the antenna 14, and the whole structure
could then be overlaminated.

Conductive foam is simply one example of a material that
can have a pressure-dependent characteristic that will interact
with RFID. Alternatives to a resistive foam would be to use
foam loaded with a dielectric or magnetic material. In this
case, compression would alter the frequency response of the
RFID tag, which can be measured by taking the threshold at
a set of frequencies. Alternatively, fabrics and non-woven
materials with printed or coated materials could be used.

Another alternative to conductive foam is a quantum tun-
neling composite. Quantum tunneling composites (QTCs)
are composite materials made from conductive filler particles
combined with an elastomeric binder, typically silicone rub-
ber. The unique method of combining these raw materials
results in a composite material which exhibits significantly
different electrical properties when compared with any other
electrically conductive material. QTC has the unique ability
to smoothly change from an electrical insulator to a metal-like
conductor when placed under pressure. While in an
unstressed state, the QTC material is a near-perfect insulator.
With any form of deformation, the material starts to conduct
and with sufficient pressure metal-like conductivity levels can
be achieved. The deformation required to produce a signifi-
cant (factor of 10) change in resistance is significantly less for
QTC than for carbon composites. QTC can be used to detect
even very small changes due to compression, tension or other
stresses.

FIG. 2 illustrates an embodiment in which an array of
sensor devices 20 disposed in a predetermined (e.g., grid-
like) pattern on a mat can be used to monitor pressure asso-
ciated with a person lying in a bed or seated in a chair. Each
tag in the array is in communication with the reader system.
Each individual tag 10 can carry its own calibration, such as
its sensitivity at zero pressure, or the array 20 can be cali-
brated before the patient is placed onto the bed to “zero” the
results. In some embodiments, the RFID mat can be dispos-
able. In other applications of the RFID mat, the sensing
devices can be located on the mat in other patterns.

FIG. 3 illustrates one option for communicating with a
group or array of RFID tags 20. In this embodiment, either a
near field or a far field antenna 24 illuminates a group of tags
20 allowing the reader system 30 to measure the sensor data
ateach node. In an industrial system, the RFID reader is a unit
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containing the RF communication circuitry, logic and soft-
ware needed to communicate with an RFID tag, and is gen-
erally equipped with an RF connection to an external antenna
and some form of power and data communication connec-
tions. The reader unit can be ““‘dumb,” in that its actions at a
low level are controlled via the data communication interface,
or can be “smart” wherein a program script is running on its
internal processing system and it does not require communi-
cations to a host system in real time to perform a task.

Having a reader designed to operate with an external
antenna provides greater flexibility in optimizing the antenna
for the required task. For example, in a portal through which
goods on pallets are being moved, a far field antenna with a
defined static radiation pattern may be suitable, whereas for
an application at a point of sale in a store, a near field antenna
may be more suitable as it provides a defined range.

FIG. 4 illustrates another approach to reading a group of
RFID sensor tags 20. In this embodiment, a transmission line
distributed antenna structure 40, such as microstrip, twin wire
line, or stripline can be used to couple the array of sensor tags
20 to the reader device 30. The array of sensor tags 20 is
located in proximity to the transmission structure 40. A strip-
line transmission line medium uses a flat strip of metal sand-
wiched between two parallel ground planes. Stripline, which
could be made from a low cost foil, has an advantage in that
the coupling is independent of other parameters, such as the
dielectric effects from a person in proximity, while still
responding to the sensed parameter. In the embodiment of
FIG. 4, a single transmission line distributed antenna struc-
ture 40 can connect the plurality of sensor devices 20 to a
single port of an RFID reader system 30.

In the present context, the term “transmission line” is used
to cover a large number of different structures essentially
designed to transmit AC energy from one point to another
with minimum loss. For some structures, such as a microstrip
line, or a coaxial line with a non-continuous shield, there is an
associated near magnetic and electric field to which an RFID
tag can couple when placed in proximity. The transmission
line is a form of near field antenna.

In the embodiment of FIG. 5 the array of sensor tags 20
includes a series of different transmission lines 42, 44, 46, 48
connected to separate ports 1, 2, 3, 4 of a multi-port reader
system, respectively. The sensor tags 20 can be located on the
mat in proximity to the series of transmission lines 42, 44, 46,
48.

FIG. 6 illustrates an embodiment in which the reader sys-
tem 30 can be adapted to self-transmit the ID of the tags 10
read at a given power level to a host computer system includ-
ing remote display and receivers 50, minimizing processing
power and power consumption at the reader 30. For reader
“talks first” protocols, the communication to the tag 10 uses a
series of data messages from the reader 30 to the individual
tag 10, usually in the form of amplitude (AM) modulation of
the RF energy, to operate a contention access protocol and
allow the tag 10 to transmit its ID by backscatter modulation
in continuous wave (CW) periods of the RF energy. In this
embodiment, the reader 30 interrogates the chips 18 (FIG. 1)
and obtains their ID, and then frequency (FM) modulates the
next period of CW with the ID of the tags 10 that it has
detected. As coherent detection is used in the reader 30, the
FM modulation has no effect on the tag 10 to reader 30
communication. However, a remote host computer system
including a display and wireless transceiver 50 will obtain the
1D’s of all tags 10 that responded to the reader 30 by simply
listening.

FIG. 7 illustrates an embodiment having a structure
wherein a near field coupler 60 can be used to connect the
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reader system 30 to the transmission line 40 and sensor tag
array 20 in the disposable mat or covering. In this way a direct
electrical connection between the reader system 30 and the
mat is avoided, and the reader system 30 can be reused mul-
tiple times with the mat disposed of as required. Near field
coupler 60 is essentially a way of connecting the distributed
near field antenna (i.e., transmission line 40) incorporated
into the disposable mat with the reader. This non-contact
method, wherein the RF energy is bi-directionally coupled to
the mat, is more reliable than physical connectors, such as
coaxial connectors, and does not require precise alignment
between the coupler 60 which is deployed in a fixed part of the
system, for example, the bed or chair, and the array of sensing
elements 20 built into the mat.

As described herein, the sensing material loading the
antenna can have a mixture of dielectric and magnetic prop-
erties. In the disclosed embodiments, the resistivity of the
material may be pressure-dependent, however, the real part of
the dielectric constant could be a function of temperature. For
example, depending on the antenna design, the real part of the
dielectric constant could alter the operating frequency
response of the antenna where the material resistivity prima-
rily affects the sensitivity. Other factors that could be sensed
include the presence of a dielectric liquid such as urine, light,
orany other parameter that would allow some factor related to
the condition or position of a person on the mat to be deter-
mined.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means plus function elements in any claims below
are intended to include any structure, material, or acts for
performing the function in combination with other claim
elements as specifically claimed. Those skilled in the art will
appreciate that many modifications to the exemplary embodi-
ments are possible without departing from the scope of the
present invention.

In addition, it is possible to use some of the features of the
embodiments disclosed without the corresponding use of the
other features. Accordingly, the foregoing description of the
exemplary embodiments is provided for the purpose of illus-
trating the principles of the invention, and not in limitation
thereof, since the scope of the present invention is defined
solely by the appended claims.

What is claimed:

1. An RFID sensing system comprising:

an array of sensing elements disposed on a surface of a mat,

wherein each sensing element includes an RFID micro-
chip, an antenna operatively coupled to the microchip,
and a pressure-sensitive material disposed on at least the
antenna;

an RFID reader for interrogating the array of sensing ele-

ments; an antenna operatively coupled to the reader for
communicating with each sensing element disposed on
the mat;

wherein each sensing element in the array, in response to an

interrogation signal, transmits a signal to the reader via
the coupled antenna when a subject placed on the mat
compresses the pressure-sensitive material for the sens-
ing element,

wherein the transmitted signal corresponds to the change in

pressure attributable to the placement of the subject on
the mat,

wherein the reader determines the change in pressure by

altering the output power and determining the power
level at which an identifier ID associated with a sensing
element starts to read.

2. The RFID sensing system of claim 1, wherein the pres-
sure-sensitive material comprises a conductive foam.
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3. The RFID sensing system of claim 2, further comprising
a pressure-sensitive overlaminate material separating the
sensing element antenna from the conductive foam.

4. The RFID sensing system of claim 1, wherein the pres-
sure-sensitive material comprises a quantum tunneling com-
posite.

5. The RFID sensing system of claim 1, wherein the
antenna operatively coupled to the reader comprises a near
field antenna.

6. The RFID sensing system of claim 1, wherein the
antenna operatively coupled to the reader comprises a far field
antenna.

7. The RFID sensing system of claim 2, wherein the resis-
tance of the conductive foam decreases as the foam is com-
pressed.

8. The RFID sensing system of claim 2, wherein the con-
ductive foam is coated with a plurality of conductive par-
ticles.

9. The RFID sensing system of claim 2, wherein the con-
ductive foam is coated with carbon.

10. The RFID sensing system of claim 1, wherein the
antenna operatively coupled to the microchip comprises a
structure operating at an ultra high frequency (UHF).

11. The RFID sensing system of claim 1, wherein the signal
transmitted by each sensing element represents a change in
sensitivity for the sensing element resulting from absorption
of energy at an operating frequency of the sensing element
caused by compression of the pressure-sensitive material.

12. An RFID sensing system comprising:

an array of sensing elements disposed on a surface ofa mat,

wherein each sensing element includes an RFID micro-
chip, an antenna operatively coupled to the microchip,
and a pressure-sensitive material disposed on at least the
antenna,

an RFID reader for interrogating the array of sensing ele-

ments;

a transmission line coupled to a port of the reader and to

each element in the array of sensing elements;

wherein each sensing element in the array, in response to an

interrogation signal, transmits a signal to the reader via
the coupled transmission line when a subject placed on
the mat compresses the pressure-sensitive material for
the sensing element,

wherein the transmitted signal corresponds to the change in

pressure attributable to the placement of the subject on
the mat,

wherein the reader determines the change in pressure by

altering, the output power and determining the power
level at which an identifier ID associated with a sensing
element starts to read.

13. The RFID sensing system of claim 12, wherein the
pressure-sensitive material comprises a conductive foam.

14. The RFID sensing system of claim 13, further compris-
ing a pressure-sensitive over laminate material separating the
sensing element from the conductive foam.

15. The RFID sensing system of claim 12, wherein the
pressure-sensitive material comprises a quantum tunneling
composite.

16. The RFID sensing system of claim 12, wherein the
signal transmitted by each sensing element represents a
change in sensitivity for the sensing element resulting from
absorption of energy at an operating frequency of the sensing
element caused by compression of the pressure-sensitive
material.

17. The RFID sensing system of claim 12, wherein the
transmission line comprises any one of a microstrip, a twin
wire line, and a stripline.
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18. An RFID sensing system comprising:

an array of sensing elements disposed on a surface of a mat,
wherein each sensing element includes an RFID micro-
chip, an antenna operatively coupled to the microchip,
and a pressure-sensitive material disposed on at least the
antenna;

a multi-port RFID reader for interrogating the array of
sensing elements;

a plurality of transmission lines each coupled to a separate
port of the reader and to an associated plurality of sens-
ing elements in the array of sensing elements;

wherein each sensing element in the array, in response to an
interrogation signal, transmits a signal to a reader port
via the associated transmission line when a subject
placed on the mat compresses the pressure-sensitive
material for the sensing element,

wherein the transmitted signal corresponds to the change in
pressure attributable to the placement of the subject on
the mat,

wherein the reader determines the change in pressure by
altering the output power and determining the power
level at which an identifier ID associated with a sensing
element starts to read.

19. The RFID sensing system of claim 12, wherein the
signal transmitted by each sensing element represents a
change in sensitivity for the sensing element resulting from
absorption of energy at an operating frequency of the sensing
element caused by compression of the pressure-sensitive
material.

20. The RFID sensing system of claim 12, wherein each
transmission line comprises any one of a microstrip, a twin
wire line, and a stripline.

21. An RFID sensing system comprising:

an array of sensing elements disposed on a surface of a mat,
wherein each sensing element includes an RFID micro-
chip, an antenna operatively coupled to the microchip,
and a pressure-sensitive material disposed on at least the
antenna;

an RFID reader for interrogating the array of sensing ele-
ments;

a fixed near field coupler disposed in proximity to the mat
for linking the array of sensing elements with the reader
via a transmission line disposed on the mat;

wherein each sensing element in the array, in response to an
interrogation signal, transmits a signal to the reader via
the transmission line and near field coupler when a sub-
ject placed on the mat compresses the pressure-sensitive
material for the sensing element,

wherein the transmitted signal corresponds to the change in
pressure attributable to the placement of the subject on
the mat~

wherein the reader determines the change in pressure by
altering the output power and determining the power
level at which an identifier ID associated with a sensing
element starts to read.

22. The RFID sensing system of claim 21, wherein the

pressure-sensitive material comprises a conductive foam.

23. The RFID sensing system of claim 22, further compris-
ing a pressure-sensitive overlaminate material separating the
sensing element antenna from the conductive foam.

24. The RFID sensing system of claim 21, wherein the
pressure-sensitive material comprises a quantum tunneling
composite.

25. The RFID sensing system of claim 21, wherein the
signal transmitted by each sensing element represents a
change in sensitivity for the sensing element resulting from
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absorption of energy at an operating frequency of the sensing
element caused by compression of the pressure-sensitive
material.

26. The RFID sensing system of claim 21, wherein the
transmission line comprises any one of a microstrip, a twin
wire line, and a stripline.

27. A method for sensing a parameter associated with an
RFID sensing system comprising the steps of:

disposing an array of sensing elements on a surface of a

mat, wherein each sensing element includes an RFID
microchip, an antenna operatively coupled to the micro-
chip, and a pressure-sensitive material disposed on at
least the antenna;

interrogating the array of sensing elements using an RFID

reader when a subject is placed on the mat compressing
the pressure-sensitive material for the sensing element;
communicating with each sensing element disposed on
the mat via an antenna operatively coupled to the reader;
and

receiving a signal transmitted from each sensing element in

the array via the antenna coupled to the reader in
response to an interrogation signal,

wherein the transmitted signal corresponds to the change in

pressure attributable to the placement of the subject on
the mat,

wherein the reader determines the change in pressure by

altering the output power and determining the power
level at which an identifier ID associated with a sensing
element starts to read.

28. The method for sensing a parameter of claim 27,
wherein the pressure-sensitive material comprises a conduc-
tive foam.

29. The method for sensing a parameter of claim 28, further
comprising the step of applying a pressure-sensitive over-
laminate to separate the pressure-sensitive material from the
conductive foam.

30. The method for sensing a parameter of claim 28, further
comprising the step of coating the conductive foam with a
plurality of conductive particles.

31. The method for sensing a parameter of claim 27,
wherein the pressure-sensitive material comprises a quantum
tunneling composite.

32. The method for sensing a parameter of claim 28,
wherein the signal transmitted from each sensing element
provides a change in sensitivity for the sensing element
resulting from absorption of energy at an operating frequency
of the sensing element caused by compression of the pres-
sure-sensitive material.

33. The method for sensing a parameter of claim 32,
wherein the operating frequency of the sensing element is an
ultra high frequency (UHF).

34. The method for sensing a parameter of claim 32, further
comprising the step of determining a power level at which an
identification associated with the sensing element is read by
the RFID reader.

35. The method for sensing a parameter of claim 32, further
comprising determining a pressure at a point on the surface of
the mat at which the sensing element is located using the
change in sensitivity of the sensing element.
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36. The method for sensing a parameter of claim 27, further
comprising calibrating the sensitivity at each sensing element
with no pressure placed on the mat surface.
37. The method for sensing a parameter of claim 27,
wherein the step of communicating with each sensing ele-
ment disposed on the mat comprises illuminating the sensing
element by a near field antenna and enabling the reader to
measure a plurality of sensor data at the sensing element.
38. The method for sensing a parameter of claim 27,
wherein the step of communicating with each sensing ele-
ment disposed on the mat comprises illuminating the sensing
element by a far field antenna and enabling the reader to
measure a plurality of sensor data at the sensing element.
39. The method for sensing a parameter of claim 27, further
comprising communicating a series of data messages from
the reader to the sensing element via an amplitude modulation
of a continuous wave signal.
40. The method for sensing a parameter of claim 39, further
comprising receiving an identification at the reader in a back-
scatter modulation of RF energy from each sensing element.
41. The method for sensing a parameter of claim 40, further
comprising communicating the identification received from
each sensing element from the reader to the sensing element
via a frequency modulation of a continuous wave signal.
42. The method for sensing a parameter of claim 41, further
comprising passively detecting the identification of each
sensing element during the frequency modulation by aremote
computer system.
43. A method for sensing a parameter associated with an
RFID sensing system comprising the steps of:
disposing an array of sensing elements on a surface of a
mat, wherein each sensing element includes an RFID
microchip, an antenna operatively coupled to the micro-
chip, and a pressure-sensitive material disposed on at
least the antenna;
interrogating the array of sensing elements using an RFID
reader when a subject is placed on the mat compressing
the pressure-sensitive material for the sensing element;

communicating with each sensing element disposed on the
mat via a transmission line operatively coupled to the
reader and to at least a plurality of elements in the array
of sensing elements; and

receiving a signal transmitted from each sensing element in

the array via the transmission line in response to an
interrogation signal,

wherein the transmitted signal corresponds to the change in

pressure attributable to the placement of the subject on
the mat,

wherein the reader determines the change in pressure by

altering the output power and determining the power
level at which an identifier ID associated with a sensing
element starts to read.

44. The method for sensing a parameter of claim 43, further
comprising the step of coupling a plurality of transmission
lines to separate ports of a multi-port RFID reader, with each
transmission line operatively coupled to an associated plural-
ity of sensing elements in the array of sensing elements.
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